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able ideas, honest in themselves, which have
for the last twenty years been the daily bread
of Catholic polemics, we had been foolish
enough to add extreme and rash theories, and
to defend both by means of an absolute logic
such as will be sure to ruin, if it does not
dishonour, every cause."

We may illustrate these words from the
actual situation. Lamennais had committed
himself to principles which betrayed un-
doubted tendencies towards anarchism; and
this at a moment when Europe was shaken by
a political earthquake. His reasoning was as
Inexorable as his temperament; and the
consequences might have been disastrous
wherever Catholics dwelt. Risings in Belgium
and Poland had taken place after the Revolu-
tion of July. Two months of interregnum,
followed the death of Pius VIII. on the last
day of November, 1830. A monk of Camal-
doli was elected Pope at Candlemas, 1831 ;
and two days later Bologna revolted, put the
Cardinal Legate in prison, and set up a
government animated by Carbonari principles.
The Austrian troops, hardly waiting for leave
from Rome, entered the Legations. France
'sent a detachment to Ancona. The rebels
meanwhile had denounced the Pope's temporal
power as a usurpation. Was this a time